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whole in all of these bodies and in each of  them
severally."

" He who thus considers the greatness of the soul
and its powers, will recognise how wonderful and
divine it is, and to what a superior order of being it
belongs: how, without having any extension, it is
present in all extension, and how it occupies a place
without being excluded from other places. Thus it
is divided yet undivided, or rather it never really is
or becomes divided; for it abides complete in itself,
and is divided only in relation to bodies which, in
virtue of their divisible nature, are not able to receive
it indivisibly. Thus the division belongs really to the
bodies, and cannot be attributed to the soul itself/'x

The world-soul, then, appears to Plotinus as a tertium
quid which connects the intelligible with the sensible
world, though it is conceived as belonging to the
former, and only in a secondary way acquiring the
qualities of the latter, in so far as it has to manifest
its powers through material bodies. Thus, it is out
of space and time, and it acquires both spatial and
temporal characteristics only as it acts on the material
world, and maintains its constant cycle of changed
Tet we have to remember, on the other hand, that
the material world itself, and the matter which is
its potentiality, are conceived as necessary pfodti-cfe
of the souL In itself, the world-soul is all but i<